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SUBJECT:   USE OF FORCE – GENERAL 

 Effective Date:  Distribution: All Personnel 

Reviewed/Approved Date: 8/8/2019 Review D        Review Date:  September 2020 

Approved By: Executive Staff Amends/Rescinds:  

This policy is for departmental use only and does not apply in any criminal or civil proceeding. This policy should 

not be construed as creation of a higher legal standard of safety or care in an evidentiary sense with respect to 

third party claims. Violations of this policy will only form the basis for departmental administrative sanctions. 

Violations of law will form the basis for civil and criminal sanctions in a recognized judicial setting 

 

I. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this policy is to establish Wichita Police Department’s (“Department”) guidelines 

and limitations concerning the appropriate and acceptable use of lethal and less lethal force.   

  

II. POLICY 

 

It is the policy of the Wichita Police Department to provide clear procedures to police personnel 

regarding the use of force in the performance of their duties.  The safety of all citizens and police 

personnel is of paramount upmost importance.  

 

Objectively Reasonable Force (definition). 

The main responsibility of police personnel is to protect the life and property of all citizens.  In 

compliance with applicable law, officers shall use an objectively reasonable amount of force: 

1. to control a situation, 

2. to effect an arrest, 

3. to prevent an arrest from being defeated by resistance or by escape, and/or 

4. to defend themselves or others from harm. 

Kansas State Statute 21-5227 defines the law enforcement officer’s use of force in making an 

arrest: 

 (a) A law enforcement officer, or any person whom such officer has summoned or 

directed to assist in making a lawful arrest, need not retreat or desist from efforts to 

make a lawful arrest because of resistance or threatened resistance to the arrest. Such 

officer is justified in the use of any force which such officer reasonably believes to be 

necessary to effect the arrest and of the use of any force which such officer 

reasonably believes to be necessary to defend the officer’s self or another from bodily 

harm while making the arrest. However, such officer is justified in using deadly force 

only when such officer reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent 

death or great bodily harm to such officer or another person, or when such officer 

Commented [HK1]: Consider placing the objectively 
reasonable standard at the beginning of the policy once the 

definition is finalized. Doing so, makes it a quick reference look 

up for supervision instead of trying to find it in the definitions 
toward the bottom of the document. It also sets the tone for the 

rest of the document. Once this is completed, remove the 

category from the definitions portion. 

Commented [MB2]: Taken from Regulation 4.113 C 



Policy 906                                                                            USE OF FORCE – GENERAL 
 

  Policy 906 

Use of Force-General 

Page 2 of 9 

 

reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being 

defeated by resistance or escape and such officer has probable cause to believe that 

the person to be arrested has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving 

death or great bodily harm or is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or 

otherwise indicates that such person will endanger human life or inflict great bodily 

harm unless arrested without delay. 

 

(b) A law enforcement officer making an arrest pursuant to an invalid warrant is justified 

in the use of any force which such officer would be justified in using if the warrant 

were valid, unless such officer knows that the warrant is invalid.  

When force is necessary, the degree of force employed should be objectively reasonable, based 

on the totality of the circumstances including the severity and nature of the crime, amount of 

resistance exerted, or the immediate threat to the officers or others.  There is a compelling public 

interest for to use force in an objectively reasonable manner and in a way that does not violate 

the civil rights guaranteed by our Constitution and applicable law.  Officers who use excessive or 

unjustified force degrade the confidence of the community they serve, undermine the legitimacy 

of a police officer’s authority, and hinder the Department’s ability to provide effective law 

enforcement services to the community.   

Officers who use excessive or unauthorized force shall be subject to discipline, possible criminal 

prosecution, and/or civil liability.  Use of force is only authorized when it is objectively 

reasonable and for a lawful purpose.  Accordingly tThe Department will thoroughly review 

and/or investigate all uses of force by officers to assure compliance with all legal requirements 

and this policy. 

The Department realizes and acknowledges that in intense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving 

circumstances that are intense, uncertain, and/or rapidly evolving a member may have to 

reasonably use techniques, weapons, and/or improvised weapons that are not part of the 

Department’s formal training program, may not be covered in this policy, or due to the suspect’s 

actions may have an unintentional impact point or outcome.  

1. Not part of the Department’s formal training program; 

2. Or that may not be covered in this regulation; 

3. Or that a member may have to use a technique or weapon in manner that is not in 

conformity to training; 

4. Or due to the suspect’s actions, the technique or weapon use has an unintentional impact 

point or outcome that is not part of the Department’s training curriculum. 

All members’ actions found, through investigation, to be objectively reasonable from the 

perspective of a reasonable officer, on scene, at the moment force was used, without 20/20 

hindsight will be considered to be within policy and regulation.   

 

Commented [MB3]: Also taken from Regulation 4.113 C 
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III. DEFINITIONS 
 

Active Resistance:  When a subject uses evasive physical movements to interfere with an 

officer’s attempt to control that subject. Evasive physical movements include, but are not limited 

to bracing, tensing, pulling away, or pushing. 

 

Authorized Weapons:  Weapons permitted for carry by department members who have 

successfully completed proficiency and safety training.  These weapons must meet Department 

specifications.  Authorized weapons also includes all less lethal and lethal weapons in the 

Bureau’s mini-arsenal and those utilized by S.W.A.T, Explosive Ordinance Disposal (E.O.D), 

and other units. 

 

Choke hold: A physical maneuver that restricts an individual’s ability to breathe for the purposes 

of incapacitation.  This does not include vascular neck restraints 

 

Conducted Electronic Weapon (CEW):  A battery powered energy device designed to override 

the sensory and motor functions of the Central Nervous System, causing uncontrolled 

contractions of the muscle tissue.  The device is battery operated and should be used only with 

power sources recommended by the manufacturer.  This is an intermediate weapon and is 

classified as less lethal.  The weapon should only be used in accordance with the Conducted 

Electronic Weapons Policy. 

  

De-escalation:   A decrease in the severity of force used in an incident in direct response to a 

decrease in resistance.  

 

Duty to Intervene: Officers have a duty to intervene if they anticipate or observe the 

unreasonable, unnecessary, or excessive use of force. 

 

Firearm Discharge:   A discharge of a firearm by a Wichita Police Department officer to the 

extent such discharges are authorized under this policy, the Firearms Policy, the Rifle Policy, or 

the Less Lethal Impact Munitions Policy.  Range and training discharges, are not included under 

this section.   

 

Force:   Any physical strike or instrumental contact with a person; any intentional attempted 

physical strike or instrumental contact that does not take effect; or any significant physical 

contact that restricts the movement of a person. The term includes the display of any police 

weapon to gain compliance, discharge of a firearm, use of a chemical agent, any physical contact 

that includes control techniques, taking of a subject to the ground, use of an automobile, the 

deployment of a police animal, or deployment of any ammunition from the bureau’s mini-

arsenal.  The term does not include escorting or handcuffing a person with minimal or no 

resistance.  Use of force is lawful if it is objectively reasonable under the circumstances. 

 

Commented [MB6]: Deletes Policy 910- Conducted 
Electronic Weapon definition for Active Resistance. 
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Great Bodily Harm / Serious Bodily Injury:  Injury that involves a substantial risk of death, 

protracted and obvious disfigurement, or extended loss or impairment of the function of a body 

part or organ. 

 

Hard Hand Control:   Impact oriented techniques that include knee strikes, elbow strikes, 

punches, head butts, and kicks.  Strikes that are used include, but are not limited to, strikes to 

pressure points areas such as: the common peroneal (located on the side of the leg), radial nerve 

(top of the forearm), or brachial plexus origin (side of neck).  
 

 Strikes are used by officers to protect themselves from an attack and/or to overcome 

resistance to gain control.  They may include strikes to areas of the body, including 

the abdomen or head. Techniques in this category include, but are not limited to, 

pressure point controls, stunning or striking actions delivered to a subject’s body with 

the hand, fist, head, elbow, knee, forearm, legs, or feet.   

 

 Bodily Harm:  Physical injury inflicted upon a person, whether visible or not. 

 

Immediate Threat:  An officer’s reasonable perception of verbal and/or non-verbal cues that 

indicate danger, death, or serious injury from any action or outcome that may occur during an 

encounter.  A subject may pose an immediate threat even if he or she has not physically struck 

the officer or actually pointed a weapon at the officer, but has, for example, taken a fighting 

stance, clinched his / her fists, made verbal threats to cause physical harm to the officer or, in the 

case of a weapon, has a weapon within reach and the subject is making an overt act to use the 

weapon, or the subject is running for cover carrying a weapon, or the subject is running to a 

place where the officer has reason to believe a weapon is available. 

 

Impact Munitions:  Department approved beanbag shotgun or foam rounds is are a less lethal 

force option intended to preserve life.   

 

Less Lethal Force: Any use of force not intended, nor likely to cause death or serious physical 

injury.  Any use of force other than which is considered deadly force that involves 

physical to control, restrain, or overcome the resistance of another. 

 

Less Lethal Impact Weapons / (Expandable) Batons:   Department approved tools that provide a 

method for officers to protect themselves or another from an attack and/or to overcome 

resistance to gain control of a subject.  It may be used when deadly force is not justified, but 

when empty-hand control techniques are not sufficient to effect control or the officer reasonably 

believes that empty-hand control will not be sufficient to control the subject.   It is an 

intermediate weapon that is classified as being less lethal. 

 

Lethal Force:  Any physical force that can reasonably be expected to cause death or serious 

physical injury.   

 

Non-Verbal and Verbal Non-Compliance:   When a subject expresses his/her intentions to not to 

comply with an officer’s directive through verbal and non-verbal means.   An officer may 

Commented [MB12]: From Policy 913 – Reporting and 
Investigating Force.   

The language change is from the National Consensus Policy 

Commented [MB13]: From Policy 913 – Reporting and 
Investigating force 
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encounter statements ranging from pleading to physical threats.  Such actions may also include 

physical gestures, stances, and subconscious mannerisms. 

 

Objectively Reasonable Force:  The degree of force used in effecting an arrest, investigatory 

stop, or other seizure is evaluated by using an objective, reasonable police officer standard.  The 

reasonableness of each particular use of force will be judged from the perspective of a reasonable 

officer on the scene, based on the facts and circumstances known to the officer at the time.  (See 

Graham v. Connor, 490 US 388 (1989.))  In determining the appropriate level of force to be 

used, officers shall evaluate each situation in light of the unique facts and circumstances of each 

case.  Those factors include, but are not limited to, the seriousness of the crime or suspected 

offense; the level of threat or resistance presented by the subject; the risk or apparent attempt by 

the subject to escape; and whether the subject was posing an immediate threat to officers or 

others. 

 

Officer:  All sworn law enforcement personnel employed by the City of Wichita. 

  

Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray/Chemical Agent/Tear Gas:   An inflammatory agent that 

irritates the mucus membrane and eyes to cause tears and pain.  It is an intermediate weapon that 

is classified as being non-deadly less lethal.  It may be used when deadly force is not justified, 

but when empty-hand control techniques are not sufficient to affect control or the officer 

reasonably believes that empty-hand control will not be sufficient to control the subject. 

 

Passive Resistance:  Any type of resistance where the resisting subject does not try to defeat the 

officer’s attempt to touch or control them but will not voluntarily comply with the officers’ 

verbal and physical attempts to control.  For example, a protestor who lies down in front of a 

doorway and must be carried away upon arrest. 

 

Police Personnel:  Any employee of the Department, either commissioned or non-commissioned, 

as well as Reserve Police Officers. 

 

Soft Hand Control:  The use of physical strength and skill in defensive tactics to control arrestees 

who offer some degree of physical resistance.  Such techniques include muscling, joint locks, 

pressure points, other distraction techniques which may involve physical contact, and balance 

displacement methods. These may inflict pain to the subject, but generally will not cause any 

form of bruising or injury to the subject.   

 

Verbal Commands:  The use of advisements, persuasion, and/or warnings prior to resorting to 

actual physical force.  In an arrest situation officers shall, when feasible, give the arrestee simple 

directions with which the arrestee is encouraged to comply. Verbal commands are the most 

desirable method of dealing with an arrest situation.   

 

Weapon:  Any instrument, article or substance, including a vehicle, which, under the 

circumstances in which it is used, attempted to be used, or threatened to be used, is readily 

capable of causing death or other serious bodily injury.   

 

Commented [DF23]: Definition also in 716.11 – remove 
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IV. PROCEDURES 

 

A. General 

 

1. When practical, officers will use advisements, warnings, and/or verbal persuasion, 

before resorting to force.   

 

2. Once a subject/situation is under control, force shall be de-escalated as resistance 

decreases. 

 

3. When feasible, based on the circumstances, officers may use disengagements; area 

containment; surveillance; waiting on a subject; summoning reinforcements or 

backup; and/or calling in specialized units, to increase officer and civilian safety. 

 

4. Officers shall allow individuals time to submit to arrest before force is used, 

whenever practical, based on the totality of the circumstances.  

 

B. Use of Force Authorization and Limitations 

 

1. Wichita Police Department Officers are authorized to use an objectively reasonable 

amount of force to accomplish lawful objectives.  Force may be used:  

a. To effect an arrest or prevent the escape from custody of a person whom the 

officer reasonably believes has committed an offense. 

b. To defend the officer or others from the use, or immediate threat of use, of 

physical force. 

c. To take persons into protective custody when authorized by law, such as 

persons who are a danger to themselves or others, persons incapacitated by 

alcohol, and/or runaway children. 

d. To prevent someone from committing suicide or inflicting serious physical 

injury upon themselves. 

e. To assist a licensed physician or psychologist in providing necessary medical 

treatment. 

f. To control a situation, and to overcome resistance to a lawful order. 

g. Officers are prohibited from using deadly force against individuals who pose a 

danger only to themselves. 

h. Officers are prohibited from impeding normal breathing or blood circulation 

by applying pressure to the throat, neck or chest with the use of their knee or 

other object and while the individual is handcuffed. 

 

 

Commented [MB31]: KSA 21-5227 uses “effect the 
arrest.”   
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i. Shooting at vehicles is prohibited, except when someone in the vehicle is 

using or threatening deadly force by means other than the vehicle itself, or the 

vehicle is being used as a weapon of mass destruction in an apparent act of 

terrorism. Officers should attempt to move out of the way of the vehicle if 

able to do so. 

2. The authorized use of physical force ends when resistance ceases and/or the officer 

has accomplished the purpose necessitating the use of force.  Justification for force 

must be objectively reasonable.   

 

3. Force shall never be used to subject a person to torture and/or other cruel or inhumane 

or degrading treatment or punishment.   

 

C. Use of Lethal Force in Defense of Human Life  

An officer is justified in using lethal force only when he or she the officer reasonably 

believes such force is necessary to: 

 

1. Prevent death or great bodily harm to such officer or another person; or 

 

2. When such  an officer reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent the 

arrest from being defeated by resistance or escape, and such officer has probable 

cause to believe that the person to be arrested: 

 

a) has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving death or great 

bodily harm, or 

b) is attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or 

c) otherwise indicated that such person will endanger human life or inflict 

great bodily harm unless arrested without delay. 

 

See Tennessee v. Garner, 471 U.S.1, 85 (1985.):  The United States 

Supreme Court ruled that the use of deadly force to prevent the escape of a 

suspected felon violates the Fourth Amendment prohibition against 

unreasonable seizure if used against an apparently unarmed, non-violent 

suspect (the case involved a burglary suspect).  The Supreme Court further 

stated that deadly force may be used against an offender who has 

attempted or committed an offense involving the infliction or threatened 

infliction of great bodily harm, and if, where feasible, some warning is 

given.  Deadly force may not be used against an unarmed, non-violent, 

property crime offender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commented [HK34]: Added new language per Chief on 6-
9-2020. 
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Rendering Medical Aid Following Use of Deadly or Non-Deadly Force 

D. Emergency medical attention will be immediately rendered, consistent with officer 

safety, following any police action which results in deadly force or non-deadly use of 

force.  This aid will include but not be limited to:  

 

a. The officer administering first aid. 

b. Requesting of any additional advanced first aid or advance medical attention 

which may be required. 

c. If the subject complains of an injury or if the officers suspect injury, the officer 

will request EMS at the scene to medically evaluate the subject. 

 

E. Duty to Intervene  

 

Officers are required to take an active approach to intervene to stop any unethical 

behavior or misconduct, when such conduct is being committed by another 

individual involved. Any officer present and observing another officer using force 

that he/she reasonably believes to be clearly beyond that which is objectively 

reasonable under the circumstances shall intercede to prevent the use of 

unreasonable force, if and when the officer has a realistic opportunity to prevent 

the level of unreasonable force being applied. 

 

F. Training and Qualifications 

In addition to training required for firearms qualification (See Firearms Policy 

907), officers shall receive Department authorized training designed to simulate 

actual situations and conditions and, as otherwise necessary, to enhance officers’ 

discretion and judgment in using lethal and less lethal force in accordance with 

this policy.    

 

1.  All officers shall, at least annually, receive in-service training in the Department's Use 

of Force Policy and related case law updates.  

2. All officers qualified in the use of impact weapons, OC spray, and defensive tactic 

techniques shall, at least every three years, re-qualify on such weapons or techniques 

under the instruction of a certified WSCLETC instructor.  Officers qualified to use 

electronic control weapons shall re-qualify annually. 

3. Training and proficiency results for any authorized weapon will be documented in the 

training files. 

4. All officers who fail to demonstrate the required proficiency with Department issued 

weapons shall receive remedial training.  Remedial instruction for Department issued 

firearms shall follow the Department’s Firearms Policy. (Firearms Policy 907) 

Commented [HK39]: Added new language. Portions taken 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico police department. 
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5. An officer failing to demonstrate proficiency after remediation with a weapon shall not 

return to duty with that weapon until such time as proficiency is demonstrated and 

documented.  

6.  Only officers demonstrating proficiency in the use of Department authorized weapons 

shall be approved to carry such weapons.  


